
I N J U R Y  &  I N S U R A N C E  L A W Y E R S

w w w . w i l l d a v i d s o n . c a

EXPERTS AT TRIAL:
How to Maximize (or Minimize) Their Effectiveness

2019 Annual CLE Seminar |  www.willdavidson.ca

Every Client Matters

SEPTEMBER 25, 2019
8:30 AM TO 4:30 PM

20 TORONTO STREET,
TORONTO, ON M5C 2B8



ABOUT US
Will Davidson LLP celebrates 95 years at the forefront of the legal pro-

fession in Ontario. With personal injury litigators operating through 

offices in Toronto, Oakville, Huntsville, Bowmanville, Midland, and Lind-

say, the firm has done counsel work for lawyers throughout Ontario 

– including numerous trials and appeals all the way to the Supreme 

Court of Canada. The firm is proud of its community involvement and 

its leadership roles in organizations dedicated to the advancement of 

access to justice. At Will Davidson LLP, every client matters.
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WE ARE WILL DAVIDSON



TIME TOPICS SPEAKERS

9:00 AM WELCOME AND INTRODUCTION GARY WILL

9:15 AM Top Ten Tips on Questioning an 
Opposing Witness

Ron Davidson

9:40 AM Examination of a Plaintiff Psychologist at Trial Michael Ellis / Meghan Walker
Dr. Brian Levitt

1:45 PM Preserving Vital Evidence Meghan Walker
Kate Grayson, Steelgate

10:10 AM REFRESHMENT BREAK (SPONSORED BY: REHAB FIRST INC.)

2:05 AM The Presentation of an Expert Witness at 
Trial

Scott Frew / Joel Cormier
Robert Sparling

11:30 AM Examination of an Obstetrician in a Medi-
cal Malpractice Action

Paul Cahill / Samantha Shatz
Dr. Jon Barrett

12:15 PM LUNCH (SPONSORED BY: THEJUDGE GLOBAL)

1:00 PM Judges Panel: Ethical Issues with Experts 
at Trial

Justice Todd Archibald
Justice Grant Dow
Moderated by Gary Will

10:30 AM Report to the Canadian Judicial 
Committee on Jury Selection in Ontario

Hon. Giovanna Roccamo

10:45 AM If Not Juries, Then What? Co-Mediation
in Ontario

Hon. Giovanna Roccamo

10:55 AM Expert Evidence Post – Saadati v. Moorhead Eugene Meehan Q.C.

11:15 AM SCC Cases of Interest to the Personal Injury Bar 
– The Last 18 Months

Eugene Meehan Q.C.

2:45 PM REFRESHMENT BREAK (SPONSORED BY: SULLIVAN NURSE CONSULTING)

3:00 PM The Defence Perspective: How to 
Cross-Examine the Plaintiff’s Doctor

Jim Davidson

3:20 PM Use of Expert Witnesses Chris Morrison

4:00 PM NETWORKING RECEPTION (SPONSORED BY: RSM)

ITINERARY Eligible for 6.5 CPD hours.



JIM DAVIDSON
Partner, Will Davidson LLP

Jim Davidson is a Certified Specialist in Civil Litigation and head of the firm’s Insurance Defence 

group. Jim’s practice is unique in that he represents both insurance companies and individual 

clients in a variety of insurance-related areas including, personal injury, property losses, and 

subrogated claims. Jim was selected by his peers for inclusion in The Best Lawyers in Canada 

2018, for his work in personal injury litigation.

PAUL CAHILL
Partner, Will Davidson LLP

Paul Cahill helps seriously injured people obtain fair compensation for their losses, whether it be 

by medical malpractice, car accident, slip and fall, or a product failure. Paul also assists people 

with first party insurance claims for disability benefits. He has appeared at both the Divisional 

Court and the Court of Appeal. Paul was voted as 2019-2020 Chair of OTLA’s MedMal section. 

He has represented clients at various levels of administrative boards and tribunals.

RON DAVIDSON
Counsel, Will Davidson LLP

Ron Davidson has over 32 years of litigation experience, including 27 years as a crown prose-

cutor and six years in civil litigation –  including personal injury work. He works exclusively on 

behalf of plaintiffs on all types of claims including actions arising from motor vehicle, ATV and 

boating accidents, slip and falls, wrongful death actions, criminal offences including assaults and 

sports-related injuries. As a crown, Ron successfully prosecuted many major cases.

JOEL CORMIER
Associate, Will Davidson LLP

Joel Cormier goes the distance for his clients.  Joel has extensive trial and appellate experience 

and has built a successful track record representing his clients inside the courtroom.  However, 

Joel also knows the value of early resolution to his clients, so whenever possible he leverages 

his courtroom experience to obtain the best possible settlements for clients without the cost 

of trial.

THE HONOURABLE TODD L. ARCHIBALD
Superior Court of Justice, Toronto Region
Appointed Justice of the Superior Court of Justice-1999; Partner: Borden, Ladner, Gervais from 

1992 to 1999; Practiced in fields of civil, criminal and environmental litigation; Certified by the 

Law Society of Upper Canada as an Environmental Law Specialist in 1997; Adjunct Professor: 

Advanced Trial Advocacy, Corporate Crimes and Regulatory Offences, and Advanced Evidence 

at Osgoode Hall Law School (2000 – to present).

DR. JON BARRETT, M.B.Bch., FRCOG, MD, FRCSC
Sunnybrook Health Sciences Centre

Dr. Jon Barrett is the head of the maternal-fetal medicine program at Sunnybrook. In addition 

to providing general prenatal and obstetrical care, he also specializes in the care of women 

with high-risk twin and other multiple pregnancies. He is the founder and chair of the Southern 

Ontario Obstetric Network and of the Alliance for the Prevention of Preterm Birth and Stillbirth 

in Ontario.



MICHAEL ELLIS
Counsel, Will Davidson LLP

Michael Ellis has appeared at all levels of Court in Ontario and has also appeared before the 

Workplace Safety and Insurance Board, Appeals Tribunal. He has attended numerous trials as 

counsel and has significant experience in all aspects of personal injury litigation arising from 

motor vehicle accidents, occupier’s liability matters, as well as expertise in the representation of 

insured persons in first party accident benefits claims.

THE HONOURABLE GRANT R. DOW
Superior Court of Justice
Once a lawyer with Flaherty Dow Elliott & McCarthy LLP in Toronto, is appointed a judge of 

the Superior Court of Justice, to replace Madam Justice R.E. Mesbur (Toronto), who elected to 

become a supernumerary judge as of June 30, 2014. He was admitted to the Bar of Ontario in 

1983 and he was certified as a Specialist in Civil Litigation in 1997. He had been a Law Society of 

Upper Canada Specialist Certification Interview Panellist since 2003.

SCOTT FREW
Partner, Will Davidson LLP

Scott Frew specializes in civil litigation with a focus on representing insurers in personal injury 

matters. His practice spans a wide-range of complex litigation, including extensive knowledge 

expertise in Motor Vehicle, Product Liability, Occupier’s Liability, Property Damage, and Subro-

gation claims. Scott has successfully argued complex motions in the Superior Court of Justice 

and appeared before the Ontario Court of Appeal.

KATE GRAYSON
Steelgate, Inc.

Steelgate is celebrating over 18 years of providing quality, long-term specimen inventory man-

agement and storage to the pharmaceutical, biotechnology industries as well as clients in the 

government and at universities. Steelgate is a privately held, woman-owned diversity business.  

The owners and critical core staff have over 60 years of industry experience and knowledge to 

share with our clients.

DR. BRIAN LEVITT
Kaplan & Levitt Psychologists
Dr. Levitt enjoys a busy mix of clinical activity, including expert psychological-legal assessment 

and clinical treatment services. In his psychological-legal assessment work he has expertise in 

diagnosing and rating impairments due to a variety of psychological disorders. Dr. Levitt also pro-

vides opinions integrating the effects of bodily injuries, pain and pain disorders with mental and 

behavioural disorders. He also gives expert opinion testimony in court and arbitration.

EUGENE MEEHAN Q.C.
Supreme Advocacy LLP
After graduating from the University of Edinburgh (LL.B.), Eugene was awarded a Common-

wealth Scholarship to pursue an LL.M. at McGill University. In the Québec milieu, he (mis)treated 

Montréalers to French spoken with a Celtic accent. People thought he was from northern Qué-

bec ... way north (some actually figured he came from Abitibi Temiscamingue). He did a second 

LL.B. at the University of Ottawa, and then a Doctorate in Civil Law back at McGill.



HON. GIOVANNA ROCCAMO
Capital ADR Experts (CADRE)
Former Judge of the Superior Court of Justice in the East Region of Ontario, Giovanna Toscano 

Roccamo served for over sixteen years disposing by trial or pre-trial many complex matters 

following a successful career as a respected litigator.  She has been a frequent presenter at the 

University of Ottawa, Faculty of Law, Ontario Bar Association, County of Carleton Law Associa-

tion and Advocates’ Society on a broad range of subjects.

ROBERT SPARLING
-30- Forensic Engineering
Robert Sparling has 20 years of industry experience. For the past 7 years, Rob has acted as the 

Principal of the Materials Failure analysis group at -30- Forensic Engineering. Rob possesses 

over 12 years of failure analysis and related work experience in the Aerospace industry. He has 

specialized experience in the causes of failure of a wide variety of consumer and industrial prod-

ucts.   He also investigates personal injuries associated with a wide variety products. 

GARY R. WILL
Managing Partner, Will Davidson LLP

Gary Will has been recognized as one of Canada’s premier legal experts in the practice of per-

sonal injury litigation and is certified by the Law Society of Upper Canada as a Specialist in Civil 

Litigation. He has extensive experience in the areas of personal injury law and has a practice 

built on referrals from other lawyers throughout Canada and has been recognized by his peers 

repeatedly for inclusion in The Best Lawyers in Canada.

CHRIS MORRISON
Partner, Will Davidson LLP

Chris Morrison is a partner who practices primarily in the field of complex civil litigation and 

appeals. His focus is on insurance coverage, subrogation, negligence claims, and mass tort/ 

class proceedings. He handles the majority of the firm’s appeals and has appeared numerous 

times before the Ontario Divisional Court, the Ontario Court of Appeal and the Supreme Court 

of Canada. Since his call to the bar 20 years ago, Chris has logged over 40 reported decisions.

SAMANTHA SHATZ
Associate, Will Davidson LLP

Samantha Shatz’s practice consists of both plaintiff personal injury and insurance defence. She 

has appeared as trial counsel, representing individual and insurance clients in the Superior Court 

of Justice. Most recently Samantha assisted in successfully litigating an 11.5 million medical mal-

practice case which involved a birth trauma.

MEGHAN WALKER
Associate, Will Davidson LLP
Meghan Walker articled with Will Davidson LLP between July 2011 and June 2012 and gained ex-

tensive hands-on experience in plaintiff-side litigation; advocating for individuals in the Ontario 

Superior Court of Justice and Small Claims Court. Meghan’s area of practice includes motor ve-

hicle accidents, medical malpractice, product liability and property loss. In addition to Meghan’s 

impressive experience, she also frequently represents the firm at a variety of events.



THANK YOU TO ALL
OF OUR SPONSORS!

LUNCH SPONSOR

TheJudge
thejudgeglobal.com

Remove litigation costs uncertainty with 

Litigation Insurance. 

 

TheJudge specialises in arranging Person-

al Injury, Medical Malpractice, Employment 

and Commercial litigation programs to mit-

igate the risks for your client.  Strengthen 

your hand, protect your client.  Established 

in 2000 and with over 30 insurance and fi-

nance markets, TheJudge are the most ex-

perienced in this highly specialised market.

RECEPTION SPONSOR

FIRST BREAK SPONSOR SECOND BREAK SPONSOR

RSM’s purpose is to deliver the power of 

being understood to our clients, colleagues 

and communities through world-class audit, 

tax and consulting services focused on mid-

dle market businesses. The clients we serve 

are the engine of global commerce and eco-

nomic growth, and we are focused on de-

veloping leading professionals and services 

to meet their evolving needs in today’s ev-

er-changing business environment.

RMS Canada
rmscanada.com

Since 2009, Sullivan Nurse Consulting has 

provided pre-screened, currently practicing, 

highly credible medico-legal EXPERTS to 

assist both defence and plaintiff law firms. 

Each expert applies their unbiased, inde-

pendent opinion on the standard of care in 

health law and medical malpractice cases 

for the most well-respected law firms and 

health organizations across Canada. 

Sullivan Nurse Consulting
sullivannurseconsulting.ca

Rehab First Inc. is recognized for multi-dis-

ciplinary serious injury and illness expertise; 

specifically the assessment and treatment 

of physical, cognitive and psychological im-

pairments for children and adults across the 

occupational/vocational spectrums. Rehab 

First professionals have given expert evi-

dence in numerous legal proceedings.

Rehab First Inc.
rehabfirst.ca
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Connect With Us

willdavidson.ca

BOWMANVILLE OFFICE
38 King Street W.,
Bowmanville, ON L1C 1R2
(289)-316-1301

HUNTSVILLE OFFICE
322 Muskoka Road #3 N.,
Huntsville, ON P1H 1C4
(705)-788-3740

LINDSAY OFFICE
189 Kent Street W. #206A,
Lindsay, ON K9V 5G6
(705)-324-6518

MIDLAND OFFICE
543 Yonge Street,
Midland, ON L4R 2C6
(416)-527-8750

OAKVILLE OFFICE
4-1464 Cornwall Road,
Oakville, ON L6J 7W5
(905)-337-9568

TORONTO OFFICE
220 Bay Street #1400,
Toronto, ON M5J 2W4
(416)-360-1194

Our Ontario Offices


