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May 31, 2021  

 

DELIVERED BY EMAIL AND FAX 
 
MINISTRY OF THE ATTORNEY GENERAL 
Province of Ontario 
McMurtry-Scott Building 
720 Bay Street, 11th Floor 
Toronto, ON M7A 2S9 
 
  
Dear Sir/Madam: 
 
Re: SMALL OWNERSHIP LANDLORDS ONTARIO (SOLO) 

Our File No. 2105026 
 
Please be advised that we have been consulted about financial losses suffered by small 
residential landlords in Ontario due to the failure of the Government of Ontario to protect 
them. 
 
Once the pandemic hit the Provincial Government placed a moratorium on evictions 
causing Small Landlords to suffer from extreme financial hardship as some tenants 
stopped paying rent. The Government released a financial package for almost every 
group impacted by the pandemic, but not for small residential landlords. 
 
In addition, the SOLO Landlords have suffered significant losses due to the 
Government’s unilateral decision to close the Landlord and Tenant Board (LTB) and 
clog the redress process by banning evictions. All of these decisions were made by the 
Government without any compensation or any consideration for compensation to THE 
SOLO Landlords. 
 
SOLO Members are seeking restitution and compensation for millions in rental losses 
due to no fault of their own.  
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Unlike big Corporate Landlords that received financial aid Small Landlords often get into 
the housing rental market to supplement their income by renting out space in their own 
home. 
 
In Ontario there is a program to assist commercial landlords.  The Government saw that 
it was foreseeable that commercial tenants could not pay their rent, therefore, it would 
have been foreseeable that residential tenants would have the same problem. 
 
The Government did not provide any financial assistance to Small Landlords resulting in 
them being forced to house people for free. 
 
SOLO Members are seeking restitution and compensation for millions in rental losses 
due to no fault of their own. The members are seeking compensation for the loss of rent 
retroactive to March 1, 2020. 
 
In addition, prior to the moratorium on evictions, the Residential Tenancy Act (R was 
complicated, commonly misinterpreted and difficult to procedurally follow. The LTB was 
already being investigated by the Ombudsman of Ontario, due to the increasingly 
lengthy delays in obtaining a hearing for anything from damages to property, non- 
payment of rent, illegal activities in the rental property, etc. 
 
SOLO members are seeking a Declaration that the Government of Ontario add the 
following changes to the Residential Tenancies Act, 2006, S.O. 2006, c. 17 (RTA): 
 

1. Landlord is permitted to file an application for eviction 30 days after the initial 
notice for any issues including rent arrears, property damage, lease breach etc. 
was served; 
 

2. After applying for the eviction, a Preliminary Hearing is to be conducted within 30 
days of the application being filed; 
 

3. The eviction hearing date is to be conducted within 30 days of the Preliminary 
Hearing and final Order to be issued dealing with all issues forthwith, not 
reserved; and 
 

4. Maximum time frame for the Sheriff serving the actual Eviction Order and 
conducting the Eviction is within 30 days of the date of the Order. 
 

In addition, SOLO members are seeking a Declaration that the Province of Ontario hire 
Adjudicators, administrative staff and Sheriffs in order to deal with the backlog and 
adjudicate cases in a timely fashion consistent with the above changes. 
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Given the strategic risks arising from this proposed class action, which will allege a 
breach by fiduciary obligations and not to mention the looming social and political fallout 
that will certainly ensue, we are willing to meet and discuss the resolution of this matter, 
within the next 60 days, following your internal queries into this matter.   
 
Otherwise, the claim will be filed and served in accordance with the Class Proceedings 
Act, 1992, S.O. 1992, c. 6 to include a claim for compensatory, aggravated and 
exemplary damages. 
 
Please accept this letter as notice of a Class Action, in accordance with the newly 
enacted Crown Liability and Proceedings Act, 2019 or predecessor legislation. 
 
 
 
Yours very truly, 
WILL DAVIDSON LLP 
 

Gary Will 

 
 
Gary R. Will 
GRW/mr 
 
 
 
 


