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Will Davidson LLP and the Small Ownership Landlords of Ontario (Solo Inc.) are 

working together on a proposed class action lawsuit against the provincial government because 

of the financial and emotional stress landlords have been burdened with this year. 

Boubacar (Boubah) Bah, Founder and Chairperson of SOLO, represented the non-profit 

alongside Rose Marie, Vice Chair of Solo, in a press conference held by Will Davidson on June 

16th. During the press conference Gary Will, Managing Partner of Will Davidson, discussed the 

issues at hand and the provincial government’s response, saying, “To date the government has 

refused to act.” 

This suit represents SOLO’s 3500 members and the millions of dollars of lost rent 

beginning in March of 2020.  

Joining Will, Boubah and Rose Marie were a number of affected landlords. They had the 

opportunity to tell their stories.  

Valerie Baudin from the Ottawa area, lost her husband and father in 2020. The 

dreamhouse that she had built was no longer her first priority.  Baudin rented her home to a 

tenant who passed all screening measures. However, this tenant stopped paying rent almost 

immediately. After many attempts at communication this tenant is still in Baudin’s house and not 

paying rent. Now in a precocious situation, Baudin is facing homelessness herself because the 

house she is currently renting is going up for sale. During a year that Baudin should be spending 



with her family to recover from this massive loss, she is having panic attacks and sleepless nights 

because of a tenant abusing the current system. 

According to SOLO representatives, the Landlords and Tenants Board (LTB) is slow and 

ineffectual in their response to these disputes and the provincial government is not accepting 

responsibility for the amount of financial and personal stress they have caused small landlords of 

Ontario.  

This class action represents a battle with the provincial government for better standards 

for approximately 1.2 million small landlords in Ontario. SOLO is advocating for the 

introduction of fair processes, compensation plans, and changes to legislation. 

As a result of the experience they have had this past year, Will said, a number of 

landlords will stop renting their properties once they are able to regain possession of their 

property.  
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